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to the observation that famines seem to occur roughly at
intervals of seven years in the Northern Provinces of Nigeria.
Some Jukun state, however, that in former times the allotted
span was no more than two years ; and with this we may com-
pare the three years or four years traditionally allowed to the
Yoruba chiefs of Abeokuta and Ijebu. The Jukun period
of two years was subsequently extended to seven, it being
said (after the extension) that if the king were killed before
that time his ghost would pursue his slayers, but that if he
were killed at any later time his slayers had nothing to fear.
We have seen that there were rites performed some six or
seven years after the king had been crowned, the object of
which was to advance the king to a higher degree of sove-
reignty, or in other words to secure a prolongation of his
period of office. Kings might, therefore, reign for more than
seven years, and if any credit can be attached to the chron-
ology of the list of kings in the various Jukun communities,
it would not appear that the septennial rule was enforced
during the last two hundred years. Further, if we are to
believe the concurrent tradition that a king who fell sick was
put to death it must have been permissible to kill the king
before the completion of seven years. It may be assumed
generally that a popular king was allowed to remain in office
so long as he was able to carry out the daily liturgy and as
long as the harvests were satisfactory, but that at the end of
seven years he was subjected to an ordeal which obtained for
him a further probationary period. It is possible that an
unsatisfactory king met his death during the ordeal, i.e.
during the Ando ku rites.
" It is not possible to give full and accurate details of the
ritual of the killing and burial of the king, as these are known
to only a few officials ; or it might be more correct to say
that parts of the ritual are known to particular officials, and
parts to other particular officials, it being taboo and dangerous
for one official to breathe to another a single syllable of the
secret duty pertaining to his office* Even the king himself
is ignorant of some parts at least of the procedure. The
following account is based partly on hearsay and partly on
such details as were revealed by persons who had official or
accidental knowledge of the ritual.